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Thus the cavity of the pharynx possesses an anterior
wall sufficient for the purposes of closure, which is
formed by the posterior surface of the epiglottis, the
posterior surface of the soft palate, and a portion of the
dorsum of the tongue situated between their free edges.
The part marked by the free surface of the dorsum of the
tongue between the two valves, is the narrowest portion
of the pharynx.

Thus the pharynx, in its capacity as air-passage, has
the same breadth throughout; its depth (antero-posterior
diameter) is greater above (behind the nasal cavity) and
below (above the larynx) than in the middle (behind the
cavity of the mouth). It would appear that this con-
formation of its cavity must be detrimental, and in
opposition to the law which demands that all air-passages
should be open. We find, however, that there is on the
one hand no disadvantage in this arrangement, while on
the other it is of great value in the formation of articulate
sounds. It is of no disadvantage because the narrowest
space is sufficient to allow the current of air to pass in
and out during quiet respiration; in cases of great want
of breath it is undoubtedly too small, and under such
circumstances the cavity of the mouth must also be
employed as an air-passage. Its advantage is due to the
fact that by this arrangement a very slight backward
movement of the soft palate is sufficient to completely
shut off the nasal cavity from the returning current of
air, the full volume of which is thus led aside into the
cavity of the mouth, where it can be employed in the
formation of sounds. The mechanism by which this is
effected will be explained hereafter.